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Abstract

Comparative Cultural Studies in an age of globalization constitute a key analytical
framework for literature, particularly intercultural texts. Steven T6tosy de Zepetnek,
a prominent researcher in Comparative Cultural Studies, emphasizes the movement
towards the dialogue of cultures and working against the contemporary paradox of
globalization versus localization. This essay employs a descriptive-analytical
method, based on Totdsy's principles, to analyze a novel by Iranian Novelist
Mahmoud Dolatabadi, That Red Mane Mare. The novel revolves around Imru' al-
Qais, an ancient Arabian poet seeking revenge against his father's killers. While the
meta-fictional presence of the author in the narrative and the relationship between
the Persian man and Imru' al-Qais claim to establish a cross-cultural dialogue as its
central discourse, fundamentally, merging the "other"’s voice in author’s and the
recognition of the "other" based on the benefits it provides, contradict that claim.
Indeed, the novel has serious cultural paradoxes that make it a local text without

strong connections with the "other" as it seems.
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Introduction

In the age of globalism, where cultural boundaries are increasingly blurred and
interconnected, Comparative Cultural Studies emerges as a vital field of inquiry.
This interdisciplinary approach examines cultural phenomena across diverse
contexts, fostering a deeper understanding of the dynamic interplay between local
and global forces. By analyzing texts, practices, and artifacts through comparative
and contextual lenses, this field addresses critical questions about identity, power,
and cultural exchange in an era defined by rapid technological advancement and
transnational interactions. Within this framework, Steven Totosy de Zepetnek's
concept of the "paradox of globalization and localization" offers a crucial
perspective, highlighting the simultaneous processes of boundary erosion and
homogenization alongside the rise of regional identities. He argues that
globalization, while fostering proximity to the cultural "other," is counteracted by
localized forces that reinforce divisions and resistance. Advocating for Comparative
Cultural Studies, Totosy underscores its role in bridging the gap between global and
local forces, challenging exclusionary dynamics, and promoting cultural
understanding. This multidisciplinary framework is thus indispensable for
addressing the complexities of global interconnection and regional differentiation,
fostering dialogue, and enriching the study of cultural interconnectedness.

Materials & Methods

In this study, a historical documentary methodology was utilized for data collection,
while a descriptive-analytical approach was adopted for data analysis. The framework
for interpretation is grounded in the theories of Steven T6tosy de Zepetnek, a leading
figure in Comparative Cultural Studies. His insights into intercultural dialogue, the
interplay between globalization and localization, and the dynamics of cultural identity
served as the theoretical foundation for the analysis. The research focuses on
Mahmoud Dolatabadi's novel That Red Mane Mare, examining how the text embodies

the interaction between cultural globalization and localization.

Discussion & Result

The analysis of That Red Mane Mare, which tells the story of the pre-Islamic Arab
poet Imru' al-Qais, in light of Totdsy de Zepetnek’s framework of Comparative
Cultural Studies reveals a complex negotiation between “Self” and “the Other”

within the narrative structure. Following To6tdsy’s emphasis on understanding
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processes of intercultural communication rather than merely the contents of cultures,
the novel demonstrates how cultural interactions are enacted and contested rather
than simply represented. The surface-level narrative techniques suggest empathy and
coexistence with “the Other,” particularly in the engagement with pre-Islamic Arab
culture and the figure of Imru’ al-Qais. However, a closer examination indicates a
more paradoxical dynamic. By intertwining multiple narrative perspectives and
exercising control over the representation of events and characters, the novel reflects
T6tdsy’s notion of the globalization—localization paradox: the simultaneous erosion
of rigid boundaries through transnational forces and the persistent reassertion of
local identities, whether cultural, religious, or political. The Other is never fully
equated with the Self; its agency fluctuates, shaped by the distribution of narrative
power and the mediation of all dialogic interactions, including the poems of Imru’
al-Qais, through the author’s interpretive lens. Furthermore, the novel situates these
intercultural encounters within broader historical and political contexts, showing that
apparent gestures toward cultural dialogue and understanding are often refracted
through local power structures and social hierarchies. This aligns with T6tdsy’s view
that while globalization fosters interconnectedness, localizing forces, national,
ethnic, or institutional, actively shape and sometimes resist the process, creating a

tension that the narrative both embodies and interrogates.

Conclusion

Mahmoud Dolatabadi's novel That Red Mane Mare, serves as an intercultural text
suitable for analysis within the framework of Comparative Cultural Studies. The
author employs various techniques to foster coexistence and empathy with "the
Other" on the surface level of the narrative. However, a deeper exploration of
defined identities and the actions of "the Other" throughout the text reveals a
reversed discourse and mindset. By merging the concept of "Self" with "the Other"
and intertwining multiple narrators' identities, the author maintains control over the
narrative, subtly altering it as desired, despite efforts to create a sympathetic space
for the main character. Furthermore, the plot and dialogue between characters
indicate that "the Other" is never regarded as "Self." Depending on the distribution
of power, "the Other" is portrayed either as destructive or a stranger. Dialogue with
"the Other" is a significant element of the narrative, but its paradoxical nature, as
seen in the analysis of the narrators' identities, lies in the fact that all dialogues are

constructed by the author's mind even the poetries of Imru' al-Qais, the only Other's
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voice, is rewritten and translated from Arabic to Persian in the author's style.
Ultimately, although the narrative appears to shift from a discourse of unity to one
of rupture, a deeper analysis of the power dynamics in the historical context of the
story reveals that a discourse of unity was never truly established, and everything

revolves around the political conflicts of the time.
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