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Criticism and analysis of ecological discourse in novel
“Fig Tree of temples” by Ahmad Mahmoud
from perspective of discourse of power
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Abstract

The presence of nature in novel “Fig Tree of Temples” by Ahmad Mahmoud is subject
to discourses that affect all structures of society, which can analyzed in four categories
of subversion, rupture, externalization and alterity based on Foucault's thought. In this
research, with a descriptive-analytical method, we will deal with question that conflict
between two discourses of tradition and modernity has contained what developments
and consequences in biogeography of fictional society under our research? By
responding to it, we will find out causes of lack of evolution of human and natural
environment in order to reach a kind of epistemology in dealing with nature. The
results of research indicate that, based on principle of inversion, man's domination
over nature in modern era resulted in adverse consequences for environmental and
human society. The destruction of garden and construction of town and lack of
attention to nature and essence of nature in discourse of modernity reproduces
breaking point of tradition and modernity. According to Foucault's principle of
externality, inconsistency of existing layers in traditional and modern discourse and its
application in a specific geographical area has caused entropy in biological and human
society which is based on principle of alterity its roots can be seen in concepts of
knowledge in two historical periods with different functions; Different functions that

have formed resistances and caused ecological and human society not to go through an
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evolutionary process and do not imply emergence of new environmental propositions

that will put nature on a new path.

Keywords: Fig tree of temples, Overturning, Rupture, Extraversion, Transformation.

Introduction

The critical analysis of literary representations of relationship between nature and
technology can play an important role in public opinion and visualization of people's
attitudes. The novel “Fig Tree of temples” has ability to criticize and analyze the
environmental discourse and is a research that has not been done so far. Anyway,
some researches using environmental approaches have been done in field of literary
texts, examples of which can be found in works of Glotfelty and Garrard and books
and articles by Thoreau, Muir, Carson, Stibbe, Christopher Manes and Thomashow,
as well as articles in Iran by Dawood emaraty moghaddam, Masih Zakavat,
Mohammad Nasser Moudoodi, Hayatdavoodi and Mohammad Hasan Hassanzadeh
Niri and books and articles from Parsapoor. Therefore, in this research, we have
addressed issue of what changes and consequences did the conflict between two
discourses of tradition and modernity have in biogeography of fictional society
under our research? That Based on discourse of power and four principles of
overturning, rupture, transformation and extraversion in Foucault's thought, we will
criticize and analyze environmental discourse in novel “Fig Tree of temples” in
order to find out causes of lack of evolution of human and natural environment for

reach a kind of epistemology towards behavior with nature.

Materials & Methods

The Research method is qualitative and descriptive-analytical with a discourse-
oriented approach, which leaves at the disposal of researchers efficient method for
analyzing literary texts for a better understanding of subject. Therefore, firstly, novel
“Fig Tree of temples” was studied and using library studies to examine background
of research and its theoretical foundations, and by researching the texts and reading

books and articles, the related materials were extracted, criticized and analyzed.

Discussion & Result

The destruction of garden and construction of town in novel “Fig Tree of temples”
reproduces rupture between tradition and modernity; rupture that Its root can knew

Lack of attention to nature and essence of nature in discourse of modernity. The
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confrontation of episteme of modernity with ecological structures, which is shown in
construction of a new town by Mehran and destruction of Esfandyarkhan Azarpad's
garden, is one of most important arenas of discursive conflict in this novel. By
examining contrast between two discourses of tradition and modernity in this novel,
we find that traditional bio-ecological structure of this novel has not been able to
absorb the signs of modernism; Because such signs are in conflict with their
traditional life and target their religion and morals:

"You see how boldly they took an ax to cut our belief from the root! After belief,
what is left for us to say that we are alive?" (Mahmoud, 1400: 1036)

The “Fig Tree of temples” has penetrated so deeply into beliefs of people of
story that it has become a power that people are ready to stand up for their lives to
defend the blessing of the tree. The root of such a belief can be found in myth of
plant deity, which is a sign of link between man and myth and plant; a myth that has
become mundane in this novel and has mixed with superstitions and selfishness of
characters such as Faramarz, Mehran and Alamdars and has separated it from its
sacred dimension. In fact, myth in this novel has grown in an arena where ruling
discourse was a traditional discourse; But with arrival of discourse of modern era, it
entered into a mutual relationship and formed resistances in which historical

evolution of mankind and nature is ignored.
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Therefore, based on principle of overturning, change domination of nature over

man in traditional era to domination of man over nature in modern era caused
adverse consequences for environmental and human society and provided a new
interpretation ground that examined under three principles of rupture, extraversion
and transformation in Foucault's thought. As it is clear in above diagram, moment
of rupture in this novel, due to the lack of attention to nature and essence of nature in
discourse of modernity, creates a discursive confrontation and causes nature to not
continue with its formulation in traditional discourse, and not be implies emergence
of new environmental propositions that to put nature on a new path. This is why
nature is destroyed; the destruction that is due to the inconsistency of existing layers
in traditional and modern discourse and its application in a specific geographical
area. Such inconsistency causes transformation and change of course of a discourse
and passing of it and in addition the destruction of environmental and human
society, and it does not go through an evolutionary course, and it is lack of such an
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evolutionary course that creates entropy in biological and human world, the
destruction of nature and humans follows.

Conclusion

Based on the three principles of rupture, extraversion and transformation, Changing
nature of domination of nature over man in traditional era to domination of man over
nature in modern era in the novel “Fig Tree of temples” depicted people with chaotic
and confused moments which are suspended between a traditional society and a
modern society. The discourse of modernity created a new form of domination;
domination that prevented discovery of original truth-knowledge in fictional society
and distorted deep connection that prevailed between nature and structures of

society in traditional discourse with a superficial perception of development.
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