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Abstract

Due to the disagreements over the use of original and adapted literary texts in
teaching a foreign/second language to non-Persian speakers, the present research
determines the amount and degree of importance of the component indicators of
original and adapted literary texts in teaching the Persian language to non-Persian
speakers at beginner, intermediate and advanced levels by a survey method. So, a
researcher-made questionnaire containing six items was prepared and given to 94
Iranian teachers with teaching experience in this field in a non-random accessible
and targeted way. Analysis of the results using SPSS 22 software and one-sided chi-
square and Friedman statistical tests showed that the sample population, believing
that adapted literary texts have an element of literature, did not evaluate any of the
indicators of this category as important at the elementary level due to the lack of
proportion, unlike the intermediate and advanced. In general, due to anonymity,
universality, importance in the global approach to language teaching, efficiency, and
belonging to the contemporary period, more importance has been given to the
adapted representatives of stories and prose than to the type of order and at the
advanced level, because of the increase in the language and communication ability

of Persian learners, original literary texts are considered important.
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Introduction

Among the factors that have convinced the instructors and those involved in the
field of second/foreign language learning to utilize literary texts in language
teaching and literary approach to teaching languages is the originality of this
category of texts, for these exist naturally in the language, not artificially. They are
controversial and delightful due to the comprehensiveness of the literary element.
They please and satisfy the language learners, improve the critical thinking skills of
the learners, and since they are not censored, they depict the daily life realities of the
target language community. But the linguistic and metalinguistic complexities and
difficulties of this category of texts, in some cases, have turned into an obstacle in
utilizing them, and thus, several policymakers in the field of language teaching need
to adapt the original literary texts to language levels of the acquirer, or add the
existing adjusted and literary texts to their curriculum. This controversy over
utilizing adjusted and original literary texts has led to various types of research in
different languages, and in this regard, in the current research, by asking experienced
instructors in the field of teaching Persian language and literature to non-Persian
speakers for their opinions, the place and the degree of importance of the texts
mentioned earlier, including Simplified Texts, Summarized Texts, and excerpts of
this category of texts in Persian language teaching to adult Persian non-speakers of
diverse language levels are cited. The questions that this research seeks to

answer include:

1- How is the degree of importance of adjusted and original literary texts’
indicators in teaching Persian language to non-Persian speakers at three
levels, elementary, intermediate, and advanced, considered from the point of
view of the experienced instructors in this field?

2- What is the best order of utilizing the adjusted and original literary texts, in
accordance with their degree of importance, in teaching the Persian language
to non-Persian speakers at three levels of elementary, intermediate, and
advanced from this field’s experienced instructors’ point of view?

Material and Methods

The method of this research that has been implemented in universities and Persian
language teaching centers in the country is Survey Research. The sample population

of this research includes 94 Iranian instructors experienced in the field of Persian
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language teaching to non-Persian Speakers familiar with Persian literature, and this
population was selected in a non-random, reachable, and purposive way. Research
Instruments of this research include a researcher-made questionnaire based on the
importance scale, and the degree of importance and eventually specifies where these
adjusted and original literary texts are utilized from the point of view of the
experienced instructors in the field of teaching Persian to non-Persian speakers.
Firstly, an initial sample completed by the instructors in the form of a pre-test was

examined in an effort to check the reliability of the questionnaire in question.

Results and Discussion

In an effort to find the answer to the first question of the research and to examine the
degree of importance of the indicators of the adjusted and original literary texts’
instances from the point of view of the sample population, the chi-squared test is
implemented. Table No.l summarizes the results of chi-squared tests for the purpose
of examining the degree of importance of the indicators of the adjusted and original

literary texts’ instances from the perspective of the instructors.

Table No.1: Examining the importance of indicators of adjusted and original literary texts’

instances in three language levels form the sample populations’ point of view

The result of chi-square tests
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Elementary 9/298 4 Unimportant

Taking advantage of novels, stories, short .
1 Intermediate | 55/255 | 0/001 4 Important

stories, and simplified parable stories

Advanced 35/468 | 0/001 4 Important

Taking advantage of summarized narrative Elementary | 11/000 | 0/027 4 Unimportant

2 poetries (by shortening the text and Intermediate | 39/936 | 0/001 4 Important

maintaining the narrative structure) Advanced | 44/617 | 0001 | 4 Important

Taking advantage of novels, stories, short Elementary | 14/404 | 0/006 4 Unimportant

5 | stories,and summarized narrative parables | yermediate | 49298 | 0/001 | 4 Tmportant

(by shortening the parables and maintaining

the narrative structure) Advanced 49/723 | 0/001 4 Important

Elementary 13/340 | 0/010 4 Unimportant

4 Taking advantage of excerpts of poems

Intermediate | 28/872 | 0/001 4 Important
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The result of chi-square tests
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Advanced 65/255 | 0/001 4 Important
Elementary 9/723 | 0/045 4 Unimportant
Taking advantage of appropriate excerpts of
5 ¢ ¢ . PPIop P Intermediate | 40/787 | 0/001 4 Important
narrative texts
Advanced 57/277 | 0/001 4 Important
Elementary | 26/319 | 0/001 4 Unimportant
Taking advantage of original literary texts . .
6 . . . Intermediate | 20/894 | 0/001 4 Unimportant
(versus adjusted literary instances)
Advanced 36/638 | 0/001 4 Important

In an effort to answer the second question of the current research, and in order to
determine the degree of importance of each object of the indicators of adjusted and

original literary texts’ instances from the point of view of the sample population
‘The Friedman Test’ is used. Table No.2 demonstrates the ranking of the
components of original and adjusted literary instances in two intermediate and
advanced levels from the perspective of the instructors and in accordance with The

Friedman Test.

Table No.2: The ranking of the components of original and adjusted literary instances in three
levels of Elementary, Intermediate, and Advanced

Language Skill Level
Item
Elementary | Intermediate | Advanced

Taking advantage of novels, stories, short stories, and

1 oo . (1)5/10 (3)4/34 (4) 4/00
simplified parable stories
Taking advantage of summarized narrative poetries (by
2 ) o . (4)3/61 (5)3/73 (6) 3/62
shortening the text and maintaining the narrative structure)

Taking advantage of novels, stories, short stories, and

3 summarized narrative parables (by shortening the parables (2) 4/40 (1) 4/40 (1)4/29
and maintaining the narrative structure)

4 Taking advantage of appropriate excerpts of poems (5)3/44 (4)3/87 (3)4/27
5 Taking advantage of appropriate excerpts of narrative texts 3)3/97 (2)4/36 (2)4/28
6 | Taking advantage of original literary texts (versus adjusted (6)2/97 (6)3/19 (5)3/80
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Language Skill Level

Item
Elementary | Intermediate | Advanced

literary instances)

Xx=37/717 | *x=114/-060 | *x=42/676
sig =0/001 sig =0/001 sig =0/001

The Friedman Test Results

The derived results demonstrate that the sample population is of the opinion that
the adjusted literary texts have the element of literature. None of the indicators of
this category was appraised at the crucial elementary level due to the
inappropriateness. Moreover, the objects concerned with the adjusted literary texts
were considered significant at intermediate and advanced levels. Generally, more
than two indicators of the poetry object have paid attention to representatives of
stories and narrative texts due to their anonymity, universality, importance in a
global approach to language teaching, efficiency, and belonging to the contemporary
period. At the advanced level, due to the increase in language and communication
skills of Persian learners, original literary texts are considered significant.

Conclusion

The present research determines the amount and degree of importance of the
component indicators of original and adapted literary texts in teaching the Persian
language to non-Persian speakers at beginner, intermediate and advanced levels by a
survey method. Analysis of the results showed that the sample population, believing
that adapted literary texts have an element of literature, did not evaluate any of the
indicators of this category as important at the elementary level due to the lack of
proportion, unlike the intermediate and advanced. In general, due to anonymity,
universality, importance in the global approach to language teaching, efficiency, and
belonging to the contemporary period, more importance has been given to the
adapted representatives of stories and prose than to the type of order and at the
advanced level, because of the increase in the language and communication ability

of Persian learners, original literary texts are considered important.
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