Literary Interdisciplinary Research, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 6, No. 2, Autumn and Winter 2024-2025, 309-335
https://www.doi.org/10.30465/1ir.2024.8881

A Study of the Metaphor of '""The World as Man"
in Hadiq-ol-Haqiqeh and Masnavi

o¥ . oEE
Susan Moussaei , Jahangir Safari

Ibrahim Zahir Abdevand™

Abstract

According to Lakoff and Johnson, humanism metaphor is one of the most obvious
ontological metaphors through which abstract and inanimate concepts are characterized
by human personality and can be understood the attitude and action of the speaker about
the object or phenomenon described. The aim of this study is to investigate the
humanization of the world in the whole of two works by Hafigeh Sanaei and Masnavi
Rumi using a documentary method based on the theory of human ontological
metaphorsAnd what they did and what they were doing. In these two works, 44
metaphors of humanism of the world have been used, and the results of which show that
Sanaei and Rumi have caused the world to form a macro metaphor of "the world as
human being" by ascribing the physical, moral and social characteristics of the human
to the world. This metamorphose includes two minor metaphors "the world as woman"
and "the world as a human being with a moral-social character". The following
categories of the metaphor "world as woman" created based on the type of recognition
of marriage and family relationships "Social", which is based on the recognition of
social interaction and interpersonal relationships, these two poets have made similar
illustrations of the world, except that Sanai has portrayed the world as a human with a

very negative inner world, but in Rumi's poem, he is a man with a positive and negative
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moral and social character, in a way that the audience sometimes hates and sometimes
pity it.

Keywords: Hadigheh al-Haqiqah, Masnavi, Conceptual metaphor, Humanism, World,
Xenophobia.

Introduction

In recent researches, much attention has been paid to the role of metaphor in shaping
the audience's attitude and inciting specific actions in them, as in Lakoff and Johnson's
view, conceptual metaphor is a mechanism through which individuals understand
abstract subjects and concepts from the most basic subjects to the most complex
scientific theories (Lakoff and Johnson, 2015: 283; also, Antonio Barcelona, 2011: 10).
These two researchers have described different kinds of conceptual metaphors, one of
which is an ontological metaphor. The metaphor of humanism is one of the most
obvious ontological metaphors, because in it, a physical object or an abstract concept is
considered human and person. The importance of personalization is that it allows people
primarily to point to concepts, to measure them, to determine a certain aspect of these
concepts, and to specify their own actions about them; therefore, the ontological
metaphors of humanism highlight not only the author's view of non-human phenomena
or abstract concepts, and the manifestations of nature and physical objects It indirectly
influences the audience's performance about these inhumane phenomena and motivates
and selects different actions on their part about abstract phenomena.

In Persian literature, poets, especially mystic poets, have used this metaphor to
express abstract and subjective concepts; Sanaei and Rumi have also used conceptual
metaphor to portray their views about the world and to create recognition and action in
the audience. In fact, the main problem of this research is the study of humanism of the
world in the Hadith al-Haqiqah and Masnavi Manavi, based on the viewpoint of Lakoff
and Johnson, and these questions are answered that human beings What does the world
have in these two ways? What human characteristics (physical, moral, and social) have
been used to humanize the world? In these metaphors, what are the attitudes to the

world? And what can these attitudes and actions follow on the part of the audience?

Materials & Methods

In this resrearch.using documentary method, the ontological metaphor of
anthropomorphism (identification) of the word has been studied in two books , Hadiga
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al- Hagiga and masnavi Manawi (Sanai 23 cases and Rumi 21 cases).This research has
two quantitative and qualitative parts: in the quantitative part, the general frequency, the
macro-metaphor of "the world as a human being" (44 examples) and its subcategories,
the world as a woman (7 examples in Hadiqa al-Haqiqa and 4 examples in Masnavi)
and the world as a human being with moral and social characteristics (16 examples in
Hadiga and 17 examples in Masnavi) have been studied, and in the qualitative part, the

type of attitudes and actions of Sanai and Rumi have been analyzed.

Discussion & Result

In this research, the metaphor of humanism (recognition of the world) in two books of
Haqigeh and Masnavi Manavi (Sanaei 23 cases and Molana 21 cases) has been
investigated. This research has two quantitative and qualitative parts: in the quantitative
section, the general frequency, the macro-metaphor of "the world as man" (44 samples)
and its subcategories, the world as a woman (7 in the field of truth and 4 samples in
Masnavi) and the world as a human with moral and social characteristics (16 samples in
Hadigheh and 17 samples in Masnavi) and in the qualitative part also examines the
attitudes and actions of Sanaei and Rumi are analyzed.

In this study, Sanaei has influenced the readers' evaluation of the world by
highlighting the physical figure and social moral characteristics of the world, which is
an absolute negative evaluation. The world is an old and ugly, cunning, disloyal,
gloomy and vengeful man who cannot be married and enjoyed physically. This world
has a deep, strong, negative inner that audiences should be very careful about. Thus, by
attributing these adjectives to the world and drawing a human-like face from them,
Sanaei evoked the emotions and feelings of the reader and sensational It creates hatred
and disgust in the world.

But Rumi, unlike Sanaei, has highlighted the moral and social dimension that
includes a group of positive and negative attributes; sometimes he portrays the world as
a simple man, sometimes like a deceitful human, sometimes as a patient man, and
sometimes as a wandering human. This is the reason why the reader has a different
assessment of the world and the different emotions in him, such as the najis, the sick,
and the grateful, the pity of the world, and the adjectives such as don't and the deceitful,
feel the feeling of feeling of being distracted by the world.

Examining the metaphor of "the world as an old woman" and its subcategories
shows that Sana'i and Molana, especially Sana'i, were influenced by mythical thoughts

about dijujed and fairy-tales in the poems examined, a woman who, by magic, deceit,
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and flattery, seeks to deceive men and take advantage of them. It is possible to claim
that the character of the world in the poems of Sanaei and Rumi, the disguised face of
Perry and Dave jehi A place in mythology or that the pattern and

archaic example of these two poets in this field were these evil beings.

Conclusion

By simultaneously highlighting the physical and moral-social characteristics of the
world, Sanaei tries to show the humanistic world which, in addition to the negative
moral and social characteristics, also has a more feminine, negative, hateful and
unpleasant face. From the perspective of highlighting human characteristics, Sanaei in
the metaphor of the world as a woman, described the world in the form of an ugly old
woman, a cunning, a murderer and a witch, as well as a mother Unkind and child-killing
and under the category of humanism of "the world according to moral and social
character" has also presented it as a deceitful, gloomy man, enemy, mean, stingy and
spiteful to the audience. Consequently, the action of the respondent is based on caution,
care and avoidance; In a way that the audience should not trust this person in any way.
As a result of this attitude and his attitude, the audience hates this humanoid world and
makes an absolute negative assessment of it.

The audience's attitude towards the human world in Rumi's poetry It is a reflection
of the view that the world is not an absolute negative human being, but rather this
humanoid world regardless of specific physical characteristics from the perspective of
the ethical-social character, is a human with an inner world that includes positive and
negative moral traits and the action of the audience depends on the degree of the
individual's own knowledge, because this world has a positive social moral character,
despite having necessity, wants, morals and negative social relationships.

In the end, it is suggested that in order to study the attitude of these two poets, all
their works should be examined from this perspective so that a more complete

understanding can be achieved in this regard.
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