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Abstract

Environmental linguistics, and therefore the analysis of environmental discourse, is in
search of ideologies and language patterns that can encourage people to preserve and
maintain the environment. For this reason, they have proposed three types of
environmentally destructive discourses: two-sided discourses and useful discourses.
Although the approach of environmental discourse analysis is mostly the analysis of
today's texts and language, classical texts and especially mystical texts can also be
designed within the framework of environmental discourses because mystical texts have
different discourses. One of the common discourses in mysticism that can be mentioned
is the discourse of the environment, which mystics have taken advantage of in mystical
texts. In the following, useful environmental discourses will be followed based on the
ideas of Arne Stibi, which will result in useful discourses such as not harming the
creatures of Nature, kindness and compassion towards all creatures, the rights of Nature,

balance and harmony in Nature, and the union of man and Nature.
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Introduction

With scientific and industrial advances in recent centuries, people were expected to live
without worries and in complete peace and prosperity, unaware of the fact that human
interventions in the environment and excessive exploitation of underground resources
and reserves have led to the destruction of the environment and the emergence of
problems such as population explosion, global warming, loss of biodiversity, reduction
of natural resource reserves, thinning of the ozone layer, water and air pollution, etc.,
which has exposed human society to a serious threat.

The importance of this issue has caused scientists in various sciences to seek
solutions to overcome these problems. In this regard, various fields of the humanities
have also provided solutions. "The reaction of various branches of the humanities to the
environmental crisis led to the formation of new interdisciplinary discussions, including
environmental linguistics with its sub-branches, environmental ethics, and ecological
criticism in the field of literature" (Parsapour, 2012: 7). In the meantime, linguists are
trying to solve the environmental crisis through linguistic patterns because they consider
language to be one of the most important factors in human understanding of the realities
around them. Therefore, through discourse analysis, they investigated the effect of
language on human understanding and recognition of the phenomena of existence.
Hannigan says about the importance of using discourse analysis in environmental
studies: "In recent years, the use of discourse analysis methods to analyze the way of
writing, acceptance, and strategic use of environmental texts, images, and ideas has
increased. Although discourse analysis is closer to social constructionism, followers of
other schools and environmental theoretical research, such as critical theorists, political
ecologists, and international policy analysts, have also applied it well (Hannigan, 2015:
59). In fact, these approaches can be considered a kind of change in environmental
attitude in the humanities and social sciences, which has caused humanities thinkers to
be more precise in their studies because, no doubt, the human mind, cultures, and
societies are formed by the natural world from which they are born and are a part (Stibi,
2015: 19). Of course, it should be added that, although discourse analysis is considered
a new approach, classical texts written about Nature can be analyzed based on discourse
analysis. Some linguists and environmental activists, inspired by traditional views, are
looking for useful discourses that can replace the destructive discourses of the present
age that have caused the separation of man from Nature. For example, Stibi has
analyzed these poems from the point of view of environmental discourse analysis, with

the assumption that there is a discourse in haiku poems that is different from destructive
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discourses in the West. Based on this, by analyzing mystical texts as one of the
traditional Islamic views, we can reach discourses that indicate the deep understanding
of the Sufis about the environment because there has been a close relationship between
mysticism and Nature, which is one of the vital issues of human society today.
Therefore, by analyzing mystical texts, one can gain a deeper understanding of the Sufi
discourse about the environment in that era. On the other hand, it can be said that
mystical discourse can be efficient as a useful discourse because this discourse, far from
economic and profitable goals, has shown Nature alive and active in such a way that
rivers, seas, flowers, plants, etc., as a symbol of Nature, are the speakers of these
discourses. In this article, an attempt has been made by studying mystical texts from the
point of view of discourse analysis to show how much language plays a role in shaping
and reflecting human views on Nature and the environment. The importance of this
research is that so far there has been no research or article on this topic, and from this

point of view, the current research is considered a window and a new look at mysticism.

Materials & Methods

A library-based research, drawing upon Arne Stibi’s book, Environmental Linguistics,
this study is a survey and an analysis of mystical texts and their relationships with
environment. In so doing, it will attempt to answer the following question:

Are there any grounds in our mystical literature for the endorsement and propagation

of today’s ecocritical discourses?

Discussion & Result

Using these data, we come to the conclusion that even though mystical texts are
traditional-classical texts written in an age when environmental issues did not, contrary
to their status today, exist as such, yet, because of the existence of the thoughts and
opinions of the mystics in this regard, there have been grounds for the propagation of
the preservation of the environment, because mystics always looked with kindness and
gentleness towards all natural elements in the universe including Nature and animals.

Conclusion

In this article, an attempt was made to analyze a number of useful ecological discourses
among the diverse discourses of mystics in different fields using discourse analysis
methods in order to explain the relationship between language and the way of dealing

with the environment. The importance of this discourse is that by bringing it up as a part



Abstract 258

of cultural traditions, it has remembered the environmental values in traditional Iranian-
Islamic culture and their potential in providing alternative ways to represent animals and
examine Nature, because unlike today's era, when the relationship between humans and
the elements of Nature is represented indirectly through books, movies, magazines,
advertisements, toys, etc., they have been in contact face-to-face and directly with the
elements of existence. Therefore, they had a lot of knowledge about animals, plants, and
bodies, and this knowledge played a big role in improving the relationship of mystics
with the environment. This has caused them to represent the world of Nature in their
discourse in a way that prevents the objectification of the elements of Nature.

In general, the results of the investigation of mystic discourse in the field of
environment showed that mystics indirectly emphasized environmental protection. They
have also stated the duties and requirements in order to respect the rights of Nature in
their discourses.

In this article, an attempt was made to analyze a number of useful ecological
discourses among the diverse discourses of mystics in different fields using discourse
analysis methods in order to explain the relationship between language and the way of
dealing with the environment. The importance of this discourse is that by bringing it up
as a part of cultural traditions, it has remembered the environmental values in traditional
Iranian-Islamic culture and their potential in providing alternative ways to represent
animals and examine Nature, because unlike today's era, when the relationship between
humans and the elements of Nature is represented indirectly through books, movies,
magazines, advertisements, toys, etc., they have been in contact face-to-face and
directly with the elements of existence. Therefore, they had a lot of knowledge about
animals, plants, and bodies, and this knowledge played a big role in improving the
relationship of mystics with the environment. This has caused them to represent the
world of Nature in their discourse in a way that prevents the objectification of the
elements of Nature.

In general, the results of the investigation of mystical discourse in the field of
environment showed that mystics indirectly emphasized environmental protection. They
have also stated the duties and requirements in order to respect the rights of Nature in

their discourses.
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