Literary Interdisciplinary Research, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)

Semiannual Journal, Volume 2, Issue 4, Winter and Spring 2021, Pages. 322-345

DOI: 10.30465/LIR.2020.30320.1127

The study of image schemas in Adnan al-Saeq's statements
by emphasizing Mark Johnson's theory

Dr. Yhya Ma’roof ©
Maryam Jalali Nejad @

Abstract

The image is one of the principles of metaphor. One of the newest theories offered by
cognitive semantics is visual schemas. This theory was first proposed by cognitive linguist
Mark Johnson (1987). The visual schema is the complexity of human mental concepts due to
his volumetric understanding of concepts, so it is one of the basic infrastructures of
conceptual metaphor. Adnan al-Sayegh is one of the leading contemporary Iraqi poets who
has made the best use of his aesthetic functions and innovation in his poetry. Visual schemas
are a significant semantic tool for understanding Adnan's poems. The use of pictorial
schemas has given Adnan al-Sayegh a special metaphorical and poetic style. He intelligently
uses this style in his theories to convey the desired meanings and concepts to the audience by
using literary subtleties. In this article, an attempt has been made to first look at the
theoretical literature of the research by descriptive-analytical method and then to study and
analyze the visual schemas in Adnan Al-Sayegh's theories. The most important finding of the
article is that motion scheme is one of the most frequent types of schemas used in Adnan's
poems.
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