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Abstract
The History of the Prophets and Kings (Tarikh al-Umam wa-I-Muluk) is the title

of a book written by Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari on the history of the world
from the beginning of creation to the end of the year 915 AD. From Abu Ali
Muhammad Bal’ami a book has reached us known as The Book of History
(Tarikhnami) or The History of Bal’ami. It is believed by researchers that Bal’ami
has translated al-Tabari’s book into Farsi, removing some of the content and also
adding some parts. In the present study, al-Tabari’s narration of the events on the
day of Ashura in 680 AD has been analyzed and compared based on the Gerard
Genette’s theory of hypertextuality. As stated by this theory, every text derives
from earlier texts. The original text is called the hypotext, and the later text
hypertext. In the process of the hypertext deriving from the hypotext some
changes are produced which are called “transformation”. According to the results
of this study, Bal’ami’s narration of the day of Ashura cannot be a translation of
al-Tabari’s. Exercising a variety of quantitative transformations is the main factor
in distinguishing the former’s narration from the latter’s.
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